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responsible, in foro conscientiae^ to the opinions oi of nations, as it involves the course we have pursuec towards a people comparatively weak, upon whom in the beginning unjustifiable aggressors but of who: of time and events, we have become the guardians the benefactors. It has appeared to me that tho the character and interests of the United States a this subject, may hereafter be committed, cannot interested in if not materially benefitted by a trn views, motives and transactions of their predecess it on an occasion so critical as was that which I ha^poli accustomed energy and perseverance, and his labors were crowned with complete success. I say Ms litbowrs for that was emphatically the fruit of his own exertions. It wa; merit, his experience, his indomitable vigour and unrest! that secured success. There was no measure, in the whol his administration of which he was more exclusively the a this. His Secretary of War assisted to the extent of his advised freely with me on all occasions and gave such we advice, relating chiefly to the manner of doing what ] ought to be done, as he thought it deserved, which was but frequently more than it was really entitled to, but h mind, hand and spirit that controlled throughout.
